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DEVELOPING FOOTBALL FOR EVERYONE



Dear, Club Secretary & Club Welfare Officer, firstly I would like to introduce myself as the new County Welfare Officer.  I realise that I may well be familiar to some of you already and over the course of time I hope to get a chance to meet with you all. I very much see the issue of Child Welfare in Surrey Youth Football as the joint responsibility of everyone involved across the region as often the threats posed by it are not restricted to league or geographical boundaries. 
I am also conscious that as we approach season end there will be some of you who will be retiring or moving on from your role with the club. As you are aware all you clubs must appoint a designated Club Welfare Officer who is able to meet The FA's mandatory Safeguarding criteria:

· Have an accepted FA CRB Disclosure

· Attend The FA's Safeguarding Children Workshop

· Attend The FA's Welfare Officer Workshop

It is essential that clubs start looking at this situation now and do not leave it until the last minute as the mandatory training and CRB checks take time which may disrupt your affiliation process. Surrey County FA have planned in advance to help you and offer a number of dates for Safeguarding Children and Welfare Officer Workshops. 

Safeguarding Children

Monday 11th April 2011  @ County Office, Leatherhead, 7pm  - 10pm 

Tuesday 10th May 2011  @ County Office, Leatherhead, 7pm  - 10pm

Thursday 9th June 2011  @ County Office, Leatherhead, 7pm  - 10pm 

Monday 20th June 2011  @ County Office, Leatherhead, 7pm  - 10pm 

Welfare Officer Workshops. 

Tuesday 31st May 2011 @ County Office, Leatherhead, 7pm - 10pm 

Courses can be booked using the following link:  http://eventspace.thefa.com/surreyfa/participant/s.aspx 

These courses will quickly fill so please be proactive and look at succession planning for the Child Welfare Officer role. Where possible and depending on demand other courses will be offered but please do not leave it all to the last minute to arrange. 

I will also be available at any time to help clubs with CRB information & verification. Please use this link for frequently asked questions and guidance on CRB issues.       http://www.thefa.com/TheFA/WhatWeDo/FootballSafe/2009/CRBFAQ230709
I know that child welfare issues can often  pose some difficult problems, there is a wealth of experience within your leagues and the FA and  I do think that by working closely together with you all  we can provide effective safeguarding measures for children and young people throughout the county.  

A large part of my role is to support the work you do in clubs and leagues on a daily basis, if I can help in any way please send me an e-mail or pick up the phone, I will do my very best to help. 

Best Regards,

Frank Thompson
County Welfare Officer

Tel: 01372 384745      Mobile: 07950 883974       Email: frank.thompson@surreyfa.com
